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Snakes! Learn More, Fear Less 

Around Kentucky, a fascinating world often misunderstood by many unfolds–the world of snakes. Despite 
their infamous reputation, these creatures are far more complex and essential to the state's ecosystem than 
meets the eye. More than 30 snake species live in Kentucky, but only four possess venom, while the rest 
contribute to the intricate balance of nature.  

Kentucky's diverse landscapes provide an ideal habitat for these often-maligned creatures. The venomous 
snakes, ranging from the secretive copperhead and Western cottonmouth, aka water moccasin, to the pygmy 
rattlesnake and the graceful timber rattlesnake, are vital to the state's environment. They often go unnoticed, 
keeping populations of mice and other rodents in check. Numerous non-venomous snakes such as the 
common garter snake and the North American black racer thrive throughout the state.   

The University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment offers a 
comprehensive website to help you identify and learn more about 
snakes you may encounter around your home or farm.   

A user-friendly interface allows you to pinpoint snake species 
based on its geographic location and unique characteristics. A 
snake's head shape, body structure or color patterns all offer clues 
to help with identification. Whether you find a snake while hiking 
through the woods or exploring your own backyard, this platform 
will help you fight fear with information.  

Photographs and descriptions offer a visual encyclopedia for both venomous and non-venomous species 
in the region. If you come in close contact with a venomous snake, use caution and respect. You may learn to 
appreciate them from a safe distance and admire them in their natural habitats.  

The website details each snake's unique natural history and conservation status. With newfound 
knowledge, you may see snakes in a new, fresh light.  

Visit the website at https://kysnakes.ca.uky.edu/. For more information about Kentucky wildlife and other 
topics, contact the Carter County Cooperative Extension Service.  The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education and employment and 
authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and 
institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or 
mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkysnakes.ca.uky.edu%2Fvenomous&data=05%7C01%7CRebecca.K%40UKY.EDU%7C833897a683924a3f904e08db99cce4d9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638272877518690396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RQfEQbrSje4I6rxykShn5YWnWspNTI9HiiIF5Ea4Gm0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkysnakes.ca.uky.edu%2Fvenomous&data=05%7C01%7CRebecca.K%40UKY.EDU%7C833897a683924a3f904e08db99cce4d9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638272877518690396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RQfEQbrSje4I6rxykShn5YWnWspNTI9HiiIF5Ea4Gm0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkysnakes.ca.uky.edu%2Fnonvenomous&data=05%7C01%7CRebecca.K%40UKY.EDU%7C833897a683924a3f904e08db99cce4d9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638272877518690396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RLMIAZsKBxGVrPNv7EJvbwAf7AoSKFrhbRmydjcELYE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkysnakes.ca.uky.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRebecca.K%40UKY.EDU%7C833897a683924a3f904e08db99cce4d9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638272877518690396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a1far%2BQjy1v01svTEmH5xzWEyHodWnDxYxntJ%2F83%2Fjo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkysnakes.ca.uky.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRebecca.K%40UKY.EDU%7C833897a683924a3f904e08db99cce4d9%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638272877518690396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a1far%2BQjy1v01svTEmH5xzWEyHodWnDxYxntJ%2F83%2Fjo%3D&reserved=0


Upcoming Events:  
• The Grayson Farmer’s Market is open on Saturdays from 9:00 AM until sell out.  The market is located 

in the shed behind the Extension Office.   The Olive Hill Farmer’s Market is located in the Save-a-Lot 
parking lot and is open on Saturdays and Wednesdays at 8:00 AM and Mondays at 3:00 PM until sell 
out each day.  

• County Extension Council & District Board Meetings – August 22nd @ 10:00 AM  
• Ag Advancement Council – August 28th @ 6:00 PM  
 
 


